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Trusted and long-standing partners, France and Singapore are determined to work 
together to promote an inclusive and responsible innovation model, an "Innovation for 
Good". The 2018 France-Singapore Innovation Year (YOI) is an initiative launched at 
the highest level on the occasion of President Hollande's state visit in March 2017, 
which has boosted exchanges between our respective ecosystems and initiated 
collaborations directed towards the sectors of the future: Smart City; Fintech; Health & 
Biotech; Aeronautics and Space; Start-ups and Emerging Technologies; Education and 
Lifelong Learning.
 
More than 60 events were organised thanks to the involvement of the entire business 
and scientific communities and our national institutions in charge of innovation. The 
Year was marked by a dozen high-level visits between our two countries and by visible 
and structuring operations for our partnership such as the launch of the YOI by Minister 
Vidal in January 2018, the visit to VivaTech by a Singaporean delegation led by Minister 
Iswaran, the official visit of Prime Minister Lee as President Macron's guest of honor on 
14 July, Secretary of State Mahjoubi's participation in the Singapore International Cyber 
Week, Deputy Prime Minister Teo Chee Hean's visit in December for the closing of the 
YOI in France, an Economic Forum organized by Le Cercle des Economistes, the 
Economic Society of Singapore and the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy on 14-15 
March 2019 with the participation of Singapore's Ministers Chan Chun Sing and Heng 
Swee Keat and France's Secretary of State Mounir Mahjoubi.
 
New partnerships and major collaborations that took place during the Year of 
Innovation had a focus on three areas: 1) Tech, Start-up and Digital Economy; 2) 
Research, Higher Education and Culture and 3) Defence, Security and Space.

FRANCE AND SINGAPORE, COMMITTED 
TO PROMOTING AN INCLUSIVE AND 

RESPONSIBLE INNOVATION

FRANCE-SINGAPORE YEAR OF INNOVATION
AN OVERVIEW



1.  TECH, START-UP AND DIGITAL ECONOMY

- Inauguration of the French Tech Singapore (FTS) community announced by the Secretary of State for the Digital Sector 
Mounir Mahjoubi during his visit to Singapore. Active community of over 600 members, the FTS now boasts a website 
(FrenchTech.sg), blog, directory, guide and a monthly newsletter. These tools  will facilitate the integration of French start-
ups in Singapore and the ASEAN region. The FTS has a syndicate of investors bringing together venture capital players and 
about 20 French business angels with varying profiles, ready to invest in start-ups.
 
- Now part of the Singapore tech ecosystem and a preferred contact of its stakeholders (Enterprise Singapore, SG 
Innovate, Economic Development Board - EDB, Action Community for Entrepreneurship - ACE, GovTech etc.), the FTS 
organised monthly events throughout the YOI on priority subjects (Artificial Intelligence, Smart and Connected Nations, 
Fintech, Augmented and Virtual Realities, jobs of the future etc.) which have made it possible to reinforce the synergies 
between startups and tech ecosystems. Operations carried out in the framework of “French Tech for Good” have 
promoted converging approaches in inclusive finance, climate change and gender equality. Supportive actions of startups 
and the attractiveness of French tech will be continued in 2019 with emphasis on "Tech for Good", Deep Tech and the 
attractiveness of the French Tech.

STRENGTHENING FRENCH TECH IN SINGAPORE

- Implementation of a branch of the Singapore Global Innovation Alliance (GIA) in Paris, the first in Europe, under the umbrella of 
EDB and Enterprise Singapore (ESG), following the success of the first Singaporean participation in VivaTech in May 2018. This 
GIA program contributes to the internationalization of Singapore startups and serves as a landing pad for their entry into Europe. 
Its structure is based on three agreements: 1) Launch of a call in 2019 for projects to develop technological partnerships (R&D, 
innovation projects) between Singaporean and French companies, jointly financed by Bpifrance and ESG in sectors with the most 
potential for our two markets; 2) Partnership between Creative Valley Incubator and ESG; 3) Agreement between ESSEC and ESG 
to use the ESSEC campus, its incubator and contacts with the start-up ecosystem in Paris to help Singaporean start-ups to 
internationalize.
 
- At the same time, the execution of dedicated accelerator programs to support French start-ups and SMEs wishing to 
internationalize in Singapore and ASEAN. Several French incubators and accelerators have already set up operations in Singapore.
 
- Intensification of exchanges between our two innovation ecosystems with the participation of companies, start-ups and public 
institutions in large-scale events like VivaTech in Paris, or Singapore Week of Innovation & Technology (SWITCH) (participation of 
the French Tech Tour with eight scale-ups in 2018). In 2019, Singapore will once again participate in VivaTech and France in 
Switch.
 
- Organization of seminars by large French companies based in Singapore on the prospective approaches that may bring our 
respective ecosystems closer together (Thales on "Smart, Safe and Secure Skies", Engie on saving energy strategies...) and the 
opening of several laboratories focused on innovation and R&D (Schneider Electric, CMA CGM, Thales, Air France KLM 
etc.).

IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAMS FOR INCREASED SYNERGIES BETWEEN THE 
ECOSYSTEMS OF INNOVATION

- Adoption by President Macron and Prime Minister Lee of a joint roadmap on digital innovation, internet governance and 
cybersecurity, intended to be expanded into an EU-ASEAN format. Our two countries share many similarities in our digital 
development (internet access portals, future digital identity cards, etc.) and we support a stable, secure, free, open and 
trusted cyberspace. Singapore is the first ASEAN country to sign the "Paris Call for Confidence and Security in Cyberspace" 
on 12 November 2018, alongside 64 other countries to date.
 
- Renewal and deepening of the partnership agreement between our cybersecurity agencies (ANSSI and CSA), on the 
occasion of the Singapore International Cyber Week in 2018.

FRANCE AND SINGAPORE, PARTNERS IN DIGITAL INNOVATION, INTERNET 
GOVERNANCE AND CYBERSECURITY
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2) RESEARCH, HIGHER EDUCATION AND
CULTURE

- Involvement of all major French research organizations (National Center for Scientific Research - CNRS, Alternative 
Energies and Atomic Energy Commission - CEA, National Institute for Research in Computer Science and Automation - 
INRIA and National Institute of Health and Medical Research - INSERM, National Research Agency) for the YOI launch. 
Establishment of a joint committee for Science and Innovation, a first between our two countries: a sustainable platform 
to develop a common strategy for our scientific and technological cooperation by implicating the main stakeholders of 
France and Singapore in this domain (large research organizations, universities and enterprises) and to examine how to 
bring scientific research into the industrial world (public / private sector partnership, entrepreneurship, talent exchange).
 
- Structuring of the French academic and industrial research community in Singapore with a view to obtaining greater 
integration within the Singaporean and French ecosystems: launch of the "French Lab Singapore" (250 members); 
organization of the Innovation Circles on selected themes (about 12 in 2018). In 2019, there will be the launch of a series of 
prestigious scientific conferences in collaboration with Paris Sciences & Lettres (PSL) University, notably the Collège de 
France; launch of the "France Excellence" internship program for Singaporean students, co-funded by French companies in 
order to strengthen university-industry ties.
 
- Opening of new areas of cooperation:
1 / Artificial intelligence with a first workshop organized in Singapore and launched by Member of Parliament and Medal 
Fields Recipient Cédric Villani, and the signing of a cooperation agreement between AI Singapore (National Research 
Foundation), and the CNRS, the INSERM and INRIA. For 2019: a second workshop in Lyon on issues of artificial intelligence 
and health is planned. Members of French Tech have launched a "Live with AI" think tank dedicated to the ethical issues of 
artificial intelligence, bringing together French and Singaporean researchers, companies and agencies.
2 / The circular economy with the inauguration of the joint Singapore CEA Alliance for Research in Circular Economy 
(SCARCE), co-managed by CEA and the Nanyang Technological University (NTU) with the support of the National 
Environment Agency (NEA) to develop innovative solutions for recycling electrical and electronic waste.
3 / Health: organization of two seminars by the "Smart Health Club" of the French Chamber of Commerce in Singapore, 
with the support of the French Embassy, which aims to broaden its scope of action to include research and hospital 
cooperation following the business trips of the INSERM and Greater Paris University Hospitals to Singapore.
 
- Strengthening the presence of CNRS in Singapore, its third global partner, with its participation in the National Research 
Foundation's Campus for Research Excellence and Technological Enterprise (CREATE). The CNRS@CREATE will be 
operational in 2019 and its director will be in charge of identifying themes of common interest in order to launch ambitious 
research programs within CREATE.

MORE SCIENCE AND RESEARCH COOPERATION IN NEW AREAS

- Alignement of our major universities: creation of student exchange programs between Paris Sciences et Lettres (PSL) 
University and NTU; new perspectives of cooperation in medicine and social sciences between the Sorbonne Paris Cité 
University (USPC) and the National University of Singapore (NUS). There were also several visits to Singapore by French 
university presidents (Sorbonne University (SU), University of Bordeaux, Paris Seine University) to initiate and develop 
exchanges with their partners.
 
- Focus on Mathematics teaching and Singapore maths, in particular for the basic and further training of teachers, problem 
solving and mathematical assessment which were discussed by educational experts of our two countries in a first seminar in 
Lyon in March 2018 and a second in Sèvres in November 2018.

NEW UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS

- Organization of the “Malraux Seminar” in Singapore, that looked at the role of innovation in cultural institutions, and 
bringing together the major French and Singaporean cultural stakeholders in March 2018 and which set about the 
reflection for a new strategy of cultural cooperation which should result in the signing of a new bilateral agreement in 2019. 
The 2018 Voilah! Festival, a major event for French cultural programming in Singapore, showcased innovation through the 
staging of several events (Exhibition "The Ground" : From the Land to the Sea" by Tarek Atoui," Human Version" by Yves 
Gellie) and workshops and conferences on innovation and science. The production of "Virtually Versailles", the first 
international exhibition dedicated to the history of Versailles' castle, gardens and collections, entirely designed using 
digital tools and innovative technologies (virtual reality, 360 ° visualization, 3D reconstitution, etc.).

FOR AN INNOVATIVE CULTURAL ENGINEERING
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3) DEFENCE, SECURITY AND SPACE

- Launch of a partnership in the area of science and technology applied to internal security with the signature in April 
2018 of an international agreement by the interior ministers of our two countries (video analytics, artificial intelligence, 
secured and miniaturized radio communications). Joint research teams will develop tools to enable the police, security 
officers and firefighters to benefit from the latest technologies that will be adapted for their activities in the next five years. 
This is the first time that such a strategic partnership in a high value-add area has been signed between France and another 
country. It is also intended to lead to public-private sector partnerships.
 
- Deepening cooperation in civil protection (exchange of technical and industrial know-how) with the organization of the 
first international symposium on innovation in relief aid to victims during mass attacks, in partnership with the Singapore 
Civil Defense (SCDF). Signature in 2019 of a technical partnership based on research and innovation between the Paris Fire 
Brigade and the SCDF.

ADOPTION OF A R&D PARTNERSHIP IN HOMELAND SECURITY

- The development of space cooperation between our two countries, based on a framework agreement between the 
French National Centre for Space Studies (CNES) and EDB signed in 2017, was a priority of the YOI as could be seen by the 
organization of two seminars. In February 2018, "Innovate Together in Space"  conference brought together the 
Presidents of the CNES and EDB and industry players in the aeronautics and space sector and kicked off future cooperation 
in the civil and military areas. For the first time, SG Innovate and CNES got together for the "Space Tech and Mobility" 
workshop with the French Tech community, startups, researchers and enterprises to promote technological innovation 
applications in the space sector. In terms of research, the collaboration between CNES and NTU proceeded along five 
priority lines and has resulted in two agreements signed between the two institutions. In 2019, CNES and EDB will start a 
feasibility study for the joint development of a mini-satellite earth observation with interested enterprises.

A RECENT BUT DYNAMIC COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF SPACE

- Continuation of the dynamics of scientific and technological cooperation in the area of defence in the framework of the 
Singapore and France Advanced Research Initiative (SAFARI) and Singapore and France Initiative for Roadmaps Exchange 
(SAFIR) committees. French participation in the first Singapore Defence Technology Summit (SDTS) on the "4th Industrial 
Revolution in the Defence World" in the context of a rapid evolution of threats. In 2019, the Director of the new Defence 
Innovation Agency will participate in SDTS.
 
- In the defence industry and equipment sector, organization of a seminar with the Defence Science & Technology Agency 
(DSTA) and ST Engineering to bring together the Singapore defence ecosystem and French SMEs and ETIs to generate 
strategic partnerships in the region. Through several networking sessions, this seminar provided an analysis of the potential 
of the defence and security market in Singapore and Southeast Asia.

REINFORCEMENT OF COLLABORATIONS IN DEFENCE INNOVATION, ONE OF THE 
PILLARS OF OUR STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
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